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TEXT

1 John 1:1
“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have 
seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our 
hands, concerning the word of life—”

Bert Arnold Abramson was a student in Miss Williams’ fifth grade class.   A student she found hard 
to love.  His eyes had a glassy look, his hair was never combed, his clothes smelled musty, and he 
was slow.  Miss Williams found that whenever she marked X’s next to Bert’s wrong answers or 
placed big red F’s at the top of his papers she experienced a strange pleasure.  She should have 
known better.  

She had read Bert’s school records.  That in first grade his work had shown promise, but his home 
situation was poor.  That in second grade his mother was seriously ill.  That in third grade he was a 
slow learner and that his mother died that year.  His fourth grade records said that he was very 
slow and that his father showed no interest. Miss Williams knew all of that.  She should have 
known better. 

Well, Christmas came, and all of Miss Williams’ students gave her presents that year, including Bert 
Arnold Abramson. His gift to her was wrapped in plain brown paper.  When she opened it, out fell 
a gaudy rhinestone bracelet and a bottle of cheap perfume. The students giggled over Bert’s gifts, 
but at least Miss Williams had enough grace to put on the bracelet and the perfume. “Doesn’t it 
smell lovely?” she said.  At the end of the day when all of the other students left, Bert Arnold 
Abramson stayed back, slowly came over to Miss Williams’ desk, touched her arm, and said softly, 
“Miss Williams, you smell just like my mother, and her bracelet looks real pretty on you.”  

After that Miss Williams became a different person, committed to loving all of her students, even 
the slow ones, and especially Bert Arnold Abramson.

Miss Williams just needed the right touch.  Research shows that children who grow up without 
much touch grow at a slower rate, physically, socially, and academically.  But the need for the right 
touch doesn’t stop after you grow up, as in the case of Miss Williams.  Young or old, we all need the 
right touch:  we all need to touch and be touched in a way that says love, assurance, closeness, 
comfort, joy.  Touch says the other person is there, alive, real, and so are you.

We also need the right touch from God.  It’s what lepers need. Not only do lepers lose their sense 
of hot and cold and pain, their sense of touch, no one wants to touch them. So, they lose that 
touch that says love, assurance, closeness, comfort, joy.  Are they still alive? Are they still real? 
They’re not the only ones who experience the loss of touch and need the loving touch of God. 
There are children whose fathers show no interest in them, men and women whose marriages are 
struggling, elderly people who have been forgotten, and people who grieve.  Who may have stayed 
a while at their loved one’s deathbed. They still wanted to touch their loved one’s hands, their 
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face. But at that point there is no more touch and be touched. Then there is also the loss of touch 
when one cannot touch God or be touched by Him. The Bible calls that hell. That particular loss of 
touch we all deserve. We need the right touch from God.

The church has a word for what God did about that need: Incarnation. God taking on human flesh, 
conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. Fully divine and fully human. When Mary 
touched baby Jesus, tapped his nose lightly, caressed His cheek, let Him curl His tiny fingers around 
her finger, she was touching God and God was touching her. When Jesus placed His hands on 
children and blessed them, placed mud on the eyes of the man born blind, placed his fingers in the 
ears of the deaf man, touched His disciples’ feet when He washed them, God was touching them 
and they were touching God. 

John says people could see God, listen to Him, and touch Him: “That which was from the 
beginning, which we have heard, which we have looked at and our hands have touched…” God 
became touchable. So that at the cross He could take for us that loss of touch we all deserve.  At 
that place where He cried out, “My God, my God why have you forsaken Me?” Jesus could no 
longer touch God and God no longer touched Him - so that we can receive from God just the 
right touch, the touch that says forgiveness, love, assurance, closeness, comfort, joy, and life eternal.

Because Jesus also rose from the dead, they touched His resurrection body.  “That which we have 
heard, which we have looked at, and our hands have touched…” John can say that about Jesus’ 
resurrection body, too. Mary Magdalene held onto Him, and Thomas was invited to put his fingers 
in the nail prints and his hand in Jesus’ side.  That’s just the right touch that says touch and be 
touched does not end at the grave.  

That’s just the right touch we receive when we come up to the altar to receive Jesus’ Body and 
Blood, that were given and shed for us at that cross. This is where we receive just the right touch 
from God and where we touch Him in a way that says to us forgiveness, love, assurance, 
closeness, comfort, joy, and life eternal. 

And this is where just the right touch makes each of us a different person.  That’s what Bert’s hand 
on Miss Williams’ arm did.  It made her a different person, committed to loving those most in need 
of her love. She began to treat Bert differently, and that, in turn, made him a different person.  Not 
only did he pass the fifth grade. He went on to graduate from high school, from college, and from 
medical school. Along the way he kept in touch with Miss Williams.  When he was to be married he 
sent her this invitation:  “I was wondering if you would come to my wedding and sit where my 
mother would sit if she were alive?” The changes in these two people began with just the right 
touch. 

It all begins with just the right touch from God.  And then we’re willing to touch the leper, willing 
to touch the forgotten child, willing to touch one’s spouse again, willing to touch the broken, the 
aged, the grieving -- with love and the message of life and hope through the Incarnate God, Jesus 
Christ -- willing to be the means by which God makes people different -- as He changed the writer 
of this text and still changes people today.

“That which was from the beginning, which we have touched – this we 
proclaim concerning the Word of life.”      

Amen
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